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Lane County, Oregon

-&Cottage Grove Waste Water Treatment Plant

Protect the Pipes!

Please refrain from flushing ‘flushable’
wipes, Switfer cleaning pads, plastics,
grease, and feminine hygiene
products, as these items plug pipes
and cause costly equipment damage.

Reduce your impact.
d Use biodegradable detergents and

SOaps.
[ Flush ONLY toilet paper.

What 1s grit?
Grit includes sand, gravel, cinder, or
other heavy solid materials that are
“heavier” than the organic
biodegradable solids in the

wastewater. Grit also includes
eggshells, bone chips, seeds, coffee
grounds, and large organic particles,
such as food waste.
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O FLUSH

The following can be flushed down the toilet.
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Toilet paper

DO NOT FLUSH

The following cannot go in the toilet as they can clog pipes and septic systems.
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Paper towels Cigarette butts Disposable diapers Wipes Feminine hygiene
(Baby or flushable) products
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Plastics Medications Cotton Dental floss Toxic Substances
(Cotton swabs or balls)

Dispose these items in the trash.
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The Role of Bacteria

Microbes, introduced to the
basin through activated
sludge, need oxygen in
order to live. The
microorganisms begin to
break down (eat) waste an
targeted pollutants.
Pollutants that are remove
in the oxidation basin
include ammonia,
phosphate, nitrate, and
nitrite.
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A mechanical arm skims
the surface of the water to

capture particles and
surface scum.
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SLUDGE MECHANISM Wters

What is a
welir?

A barrier designed
with tooth-like

edges to control
the flow of water.
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Treatment!

Living Wages * Serve Your Community

Go to the State of Oregon Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) website
({0)

o Find DEQ approved courses in Water Treatment and Technology

o Become an Operator in Training (OIT)

o Earn vour Provisional Grade I Certificate

o And more!

https://www.oregon.gov/de its/Pages/Wastewater-Operator-Certification.aspx
Department of Environmental Quality / Water Quality / Water Quality Permits / Wastewater Operator Certification Program



https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/wqpermits/Pages/Wastewater-Operator-Certification.aspx
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Did you know?

“Before 1950, most communities in
the United States discharged their
wastewater, or sewage, into streams
and rivers with little if any
treatment”

Stehouwer, R. (2021, June 24). What is sewage sludge and what can be done with it? Penn State Extension.

What is
sludge?

Sludge refers to the
solids that result from
the treatment process.

Biosolids refers to

treated sludge that is
suitable for land
application.
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