OREGON HERITAGE TREE PROGRAM
NOMINATION FORM

NAME OF TREE(S)

Common and scientific name of tree;| Quercus garryana

Commonly used or cultural name: Oregon White Oak

Explain the commonly used name for the tree according to one or more of the following
rationales: 1) original owner or current owner, 2) significant person or events associated
with the tree, 3) unusual, distinctive, or significant aspect of the tree, or 4) association with
the heritage of the community.

LOCATION OF THE TREE(S)

List the county, town, and street or rural route address and directions to the tree. Attach a site
map, indicating the tree’s precise location. Describe how accessible the tree is to the general
public. If on private land, are there any restrictions to entering the property?

Lane County, Cottage Grove Oregon, 625 S. River Rd. The trees are in the front yard and viewable from
the sidewalk. Yes there are restrictions as there is no need to enter the property to view the trees. Site
map is attached.

The tree is located on:
Public land
Public highway right-of-way

Public rest area

Public waterway or trail
The trees are on a lot with a historic house

| Private land (describe:

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION
Age: 150+
Date planted (if known):
Circumference: *=="=="==

Height: 100+t

Crown spread: 100 ft. comt

Health and condition: Excellent
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Physical descriptions
White oaks

* Age/ Date planted: Four mature oaks were growing naturally on the property and predate
construction of the house. When one was lost in a recent snow storm, the crew that removed it
counted approximately 150 growth rings.

e Circumference: 9 feet (north tree), 12 feet (south tree)
* Height: 100 feet (per recent evaluation by arborist)
*  Crown spread: combined crowns 100’

* Health and condition: Excellent. We invest in maintenance by a professional arborist, who has
pruned dead limbs, removed ivy, and installed support cables in the trees included in this
application.

Incense cedar

*  Age/Date planted: Since incense cedars are common and grow quickly, the early history is not
known. It was a large, mature tree in 1949.

* Circumference: 13 feet
® Height: 120 feet
*  Crown spread: 20 feet

* Health and condition: Excellent

Tree protection status

There is currently no legal easement or restriction on the trees themselves. The property is included in
the Cottage Grove historical footprint, which requires committee review before any demolition or major
changes to the structures. Since the trees frame the front of the house and are not located where any
logical construction would occur, they would normally only be removed if dead, fallen, or storm
damaged to the point of becoming a hazard.

When Ray and Gen Nelson bought the property from the Veatch sisters in 1949, the sale was contingent
on a verbal agreement to not cut down the large trees. It was the nature of the relationship between
buyers and sellers to honor that agreement, even after the deaths of the Veatches. When Larsana and
Nola Nelson assumed ownership in 1974, we continued to honor the heritage of preserving and
protecting the tree canopy. Over the years, trees have been lost to storms and natural deaths, and a few
hazardous younger trees have had to be removed.
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TREE OWNERSHIP & PROTECTION STATUS

Present owner of the property where the tree is located:

Name: Nola Nelson

Address:

625 S. River Rd.

City, State, Zip:

Cottage Grove, OR. 97424

541-042-5326

Telephone number(s):

Email address:

nolagnelson@yahoo.com

Does the present owner support the nomination of this tree? If so, please submit a letter of

support from the owner. If not, please explain.

Please check the current protection measures in place at time of nomination. Please submit

documentation if applicable.

For trees on public property: For trees on private property:

Local ordinances or state laws Conservation easement

Public Land Rules & Regulations Deed restriction

ODOT highway or rest area Dedication easement

None None

Other (describe) Other (describe)
See Attached - Tree Protection Status

BRIEF DESCRIPTION

Using 70 words or less, tell us the story of this tree and why it is important.

The Stone House was built in 1897-98 by Glen and Carry Stone. Carry was the architect and designer.
The white oaks predated the building of the home. Carry cared for and love trees and all kinds of wood.
The home was built for gracious living in this pioneer community. Carry imported woods from her

hative Tennessee and redwood from California for siding. The windows are framed in yew.




HISTORY AND SIGNFICANCE OF TREE(S)

Provide a factual account of the history of the tree or group of trees (no word limit.) Include
all important dates, people, events, legends, and/or activities associated with the tree(s).
Please list who planted the tree and when (if known), followed by all owners in
chronologically descending order with dates listed (if known). Explain the historical
significance of the tree(s) to the state or nation. List other entities (organizations or agencies)
that have recognized this tree as historic. Describe any local recognition status given to the
tree(s). Attach additional pages if needed.

See Attached

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION

Please send photographs of the tree(s) and the surrounding area. Two to five photos are
requested. Additionally, copies of historic photographs, if available, are encouraged. Please
include close-up shots of the tree as well as photos giving an idea of the tree’s relation to its
surroundings. All photos should be identified and dated. Press releases, newspaper articles or
other publicity about the tree may also be submitted.
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fThe foEIowmg |s a summary of transactaons from deed abstracts
‘beginning with the Henry ! Small donatron land claim no. 57

19/8/1889

' many partmons of onglnal iand grant

 warranty deed
'warranty deed
:mortgage

4/2/1896
9/ 7/03
1/2/13

12/10/15

E5/.10/:!7
4/9/26
14/17/26
12/8/38
|6/5/40
6/19/42
5/14/49
12/12/74

deed

: .mortgage__
deed

_ mortgage

deed
Tmortgage R
| warranty deed 7
\warranty deed
warranty deed

B Hording o M. Veatch

H. Veatch to TJ. Ryan
H. Veatch to Nancy Oglesby

Oglesby to Fiester
‘Oglesby to James and Ann Graham

Graham to LaSells Steward

Ella and Frank Whipple to Carrie Sten ¢
'George and Carrie Stone to H. Veatth
H. Veatch to Watt Shipp

| H. Veatch to Charles Fahrenwald

Graham to S:byl and Sylwa Veatch (

Gen and Ray Nelson to Larsanaand ¢!

Evanous tenants iwed m house after sold by Stone
"Gen and Ray Nelson Iwed in re__srd__ence unt|I deaths as permanent tenants

Nola Nelson lived in residence from August, 1976 to present

: Stone House :s ﬁrst and only house burit on th:s Iot and the trees of :nterest
| predated construction.

When the Veatch susters sold the property to Gen and Ray Ne!son there '

was a verbal agreement that the trees wou!d nat be removed

J """‘1

o Dot ol o

neleow
oy (evrratowina

)

12



i

& Print

https://www.loc.gov/resource/g4294cm.q4294cm g073451893/?sp=18r=-0.357,0.73,1.303,0.54.0

1900 US Federal Census for the George H. Stone family:

TWELF TS CRNE R o TR U P S OAT R

SOEDOLE Na 1 - POPULATERN

A random family tree for the George Henry Stone family. We can’t guarantee that the information is correct:

3 Customlze v Cancel

Hlancestry

George Henry Stone

BIRTH 10 OCT 1839 » Groveland, Livingston, New York. United States
DEATH 20 JUM 1977 « Portland, Multnornan, Qregon, United States

Facts _ Famity

Age U ~ Birth Parents
0 Ot 1635 « Growatang. Livegston, News York, Uniled Siatas
it Abner Hurrit Stone Je

A= 2 — Blrth of sister Aimena Stone (1B42-) - aoe-ad

Sources

Ancesiry sources

850 United Siates Fedard Cersus
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Ape b — Birth of beother Andrew Jackson Stone (1845-)

10 Mar 1845 « Warsaw, Wypamox, New Yark, United States So0use and chidran

Ape [ - Birth of sister Chioe Stone (847-) Sarah Cama Cruson

17 Jun 1847 « Warsaw, Wyoming. New Yok, Uritec Slates 13401539

Age 11 — Birth of sister Antoinette Nettle C Stone [1851- (i) MR e

104 86

8 Fetr 1351 » Warssen Wyomirg, New York, Untad Stales @ /vt Arais o
L% me3sacs

Age 13 - Death of slster Martha Esther Stone (1B33-1853) Lors tnala Stone

1 My B3 « Waraaw, Wyoming Maw York, Untag Slaes * WET-THI0

Age 18 — Marriage Emma Grace Stone

22 Sep 1054 « wirnzhex, co, la, Unitet States “ 18631370

g Sarah Carrie Crunon George Glenn Stone
18407035 h 1875 - 1962

Apz 20 — Blrth of daughter Minnie M. Stone {1850 k <ok S1one

bt 1840 « MNew York 18678

Age 21~ Resldence
1360 « Minaral Jaspee, Minscurl, Unilexd S1atan

Age 23 — Resldence
1.ty 1863 » Ay, Liv, Nera Yore, United Stares

Age 23 - Blrth of daughter Adelalde Amata Stone (1863
183%)
4 Sep 1843 « Mirraapals, Hennenin, Mirnescta, Uniled States

Age 25 ~ Military
aGa

Age 27 — Birth of daughter Lora Leala Stone (185/-1930)
28 Jan 1867 « Bale Plaine, Baraon |owea, Unitsd Stares

Age 249 — Birth of daughter Emma Grace Stone (1868~
1870)
T Mov 1868 « Cadar Rapids Lirn. lows, Unitag Siates

Age 31 - Desth of daughter Emma Grace Stone 1868-
1870)
7 Mo 1870 « Bake Flaing, Benion, lowe, Uniteg Staes

Age 31— Resldence
1870 » Bebe Plaine, Benton, lowa, Ureted States

Ag= 36 — Birth of son George Glenn Stone (1B75-1962)
30 Ay BTG « Belie Mane, Benlon, lowa, Urites States

Age 38 — Birth of son John Stone {1878-)
ant 1678 » lowa

Ag= 41— Resldence
18BD « Dog Maies, Folk, kawa United Siates

Age 44 — Death of mother Aurinda Hatch 1809-1889)
15 May THBS » Lamont WY

Age b ~ Death of tather Abner Hurtlt Stone Jr (1809-
1843
19 Nov 1893 « Larmant, Wyoming. Mew York, Uritea Slates

Age 51— Resldence
1900 « Cortage Gume city Lane, Oagon

Age 62 — Death of sister Emma Aurinda Stone [1837-
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Ray Nelson was born in Cottage Grove, Oregon, in 1897, and lived there until his death in 1978. Genevieve (Gen)
Nelson was born in Hermosa Beach, California, in 1912, moved to Cottage Grove as a teenager, and lived there until
her death in 2000. Married during the Great Depression, they made their home on Quincy Street while busy with
three children and Nelson Electric Shop.

In 1949, Gen and Ray were attracted to the Stone House because of the large lot suitable for gardening, and the
proximity of both the Coast Fork Willamette River and a mill race along South River Road. Their negotiations with
the Veatch sisters included a verbal agreement to protect the numerous large trees on the property. Over the
years, they added native plants, from azalea to vine maple, which remain today. A neighbor living in The Veatch
House next door shared cuttings from roses being developed by her son, a horticulturist at Oregon Agricultural
College (OSU). Several of those specimens are still thriving on the property, including a yellow climber that blooms
at the base of one of the white oaks.

In 1959, Ray published a book of local lore, “Facts and Yarns of the Bohernia Gold Mines.” He was the local
chairman of the 1959 Oregon Centennial committee and organized the Prospectors and Gold Diggers Club to help
put on a celebration that eventually grew into Bohemia Mining Days. For decades, the club has contributed to
historic preservation in Cottage Grove and nearby Bohemia mining district. In 1966, Ray persuaded club members
to save the Snapp House from demolition and raised the funds to relocate it to a nearby city-owned property,
where it is now a museum. For many years, Gen organized Mining Days events and volunteered at the Snapp
House.

Ray also donated a portion of a patented mining claim to Lane County for creation of the Bohemia Saddle Park. In
1974, while enjoying the view from that park, his daughter Nola offered to assume payment of the mortgage on
the family home. That winter, ownership of the Stone House was transferred to sisters Nola and Larsana Nelson,
retaining permanent tenancy for Gen and Ray, thereby preserving the integrity of the historic house and grounds
for another generation.

Larsana Nelson was born in Cottage Grove in 1940, and lived in Oregon and California before moving to Evanston,
llinois, after earning her MLA in 1970. She is now retired from her position as cataloger at Northwestern University
library. Lifelong Oregonian Nola Nelson was born in Cottage Grove in 1947, and has lived there permanently since
1987. Her career in public health organizations included biochemistry, programming, and teaching. Since
retirement, she has focused on natural area restoration projects.

Both sisters grew up in the Stone House and developed a deep love and respect for the property. Larsana has long
contributed to the maintenance of the property, even though she has not lived there permanently since high
school. She enthusiastically supports efforts to preserve the historic integrity of both the house and the tree
canopy. Nola lived in the house most of her adult life, and was the primary caretaker even while living elsewhere.

Under the stewardship of the sisters, much of the Stone House lawn has been returned to an oak woodland with
abundant native plants that thrive with minimal care amongst the Victorian specimens. Drought-resistant species
like the white oak and incense cedar benefit by not being watered during the summer period. Besides its
authenticity, the vegetation now creates an urban oasis of habitat for wildlife, a temperate microclimate, and
respite from noise and pollution. It is with pride that we notice how passersby pause to admire the old house
framed by magnificent trees, a community treasure,
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+* NOMINATION PREPARED BY:
Name: Debra Bartlett

Organization: Urban Forestry Committee Cottace. Growe

Address: 117 N. H St.

City, State, Zip: Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Telephone number(s); 503-515-1290

Email address: Weplantheworld@gmail.com Date Submitted: 5/3/2022

Heritage Tree Nomination Check List:

Nomination Form

Site map of the tree(s) location

Pictures of the tree(s)

Brochures, newspaper clipping, etc.

Letter of support from owner (if applicable)
Documentation of protective measures (if applicable)

For more information, contact:

Oregon Heritage Tree Program
Travel Information Council
1500 Liberty St. SE, Ste 150

Salem, OR 97302
503-378-4508
beth.dehn(@tic.oregon.goy
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